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visited Constantinople was the famous geographer Edrisi,
born in Ceuta, in the west of North Africa. Under the
Palaeologi two Arab travellers visited and described Con-
stantinople. At the beginning of the fourteenth century an
Arab geographer, Abulfeda, observes some traces of the
decline of the capital. He remarks, 'Within the city there are
sown fields and gardens, and many ruined houses'.
In the first half of the fourteenth century another famous
Arab traveller, Ibn-Batutah (Battuta), who like Edrisi was
born in the west of North Africa) at Tangier, visited Con-
stantinople and gave a very interesting and vivid description
of it. When his party reached the first gate of the imperial
palace they found there about a hundred men, and Ibn-
Batutah remarks, *I heard them saying Sarakinu^ Sarakinu^
which means Muslims'. He was the Emperor's guest, and
the people of Constantinople were very friendly to him. One
day a great crowd gathered round him, and an old man said,
'You must come to my house that I may entertain you'. But
Ibn-Batutah adds, 'After that I went away, and I did not see
him again'.
In connexion with the ever-growing danger from the
Ottoman Turks we may note some antagonism to Islam in
the capital. A Byzantine historian of the fourteenth century
says that while a Christian service was being celebrated in
the imperial church, the people were angry to see Ottomans
who had been admitted into the capital dancing and singing
near the palace, 'crying out in incomprehensible sounds the
songs and hymns of Muhammad, and thereby attracting the
crowd to listen to them rather than to the divine gospels'.
The Emperor Manuel II (1391-1425) himself compiled the
most thorough refutation of the doctrine of Islam which was
written in Byzantine times. He defines Islam as *a falsely
called faith' and 'the frenzy of the mad Muhammad'. In
spite of this, on the eve of the final catastrophe the majority
of the population was more antagonistic to the Union with
the Roman Catholic Church than to the contamination of
Islam. The famous words uttered at that time by one of the
Byzantine dignitaries, Lucas Notaras, are well known: 'It is
better to see in the city the power of the Turkish turban than
that of the Latin tiara.'